CHAPTER XV
LEADER OF THE BAR, AND
PARTY REBEL
IN 1895, Mr- Gladstone resigned after the House of Lords
had rejected the second Home Rule Bill, and he retired to
Hawarden to enjoy that interval between his life's work and
the end the desire for which he had often expressed, and
which is vouchsafed to few leading statesmen. The Chief
Whip, who had made the small Home Rule majority effec-
tive, succeeded to his father's peerage and went to the Lords,
and the Liberal Government, elected on a Home Rule
mandate, struggled on for a year, its reason for existence
gone, bereft of its great chieftain, under the supercilious
leadership of Lord Rosebery. But the voice of the prophet was
silent, and, when the election came, once again the country
voted decisively for the cause of the Union. Now, however,
the Liberal Unionists, after many years in the wilderness,
decided to take office with the Conservatives, and began to
lose their separate identity as a party. So leading a position
had Carson already attained, both in the Temple and in the
House of Commons, during his short residence in England,
that his appointment as Solicitor-General for England was
widely canvassed. Even before the fall of Rosebery's adminis-
tration he had been considered in the Lobby " as a good out-
sider for a law office in the next Tory administration," and,
when that administration was actually being formed, his
appointment was confidently expected, and its probability
widely resented. The plodding Tory Queen's Counsel of
many years' experience in the House, who may be designated
as " Messrs. Paul, Byles, and Benn," were angry that this
Irish newcomer should climb so easily into a place for which
their own labours had so well qualified them. Nevertheless,
Carson was now openly acclaimed as the successor of Sir